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June 28, 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



REQUEST FOR DECISION ON INTERFERENCE REQUEST 



It is respectfully requested that a final decision be rendered on the Request for 
Declaration of Interference originally filed September 17, 1999 and re-submitted on 
December 15, 1999. 

The undersigned contacted the Examiner on May 31 , 2005 and again on June 
14, 2005 but was unable to learn the status of the interference investigation. 

By way of background, after the Request for Declaration of Interference was filed 
and re-submitted, ex parte prosecution was suspended on February 8, 2000 "due to a 
potential interference". Then, in an Official Action dated January 30, 2001 , the 
Examiner advised that the Request for Declaration of an Interference "has been denied 
at this time due to the [sic] claim 4 of the instant application not being allowable as 
previously indicated." 

On July 20, 2001 , ex parte prosecution was again suspended "due to a potential 
interference." A further Official Action was issued on January 2, 2002, advising that the 
suspension had been lifted but that the "investigation into the potential interference is 
continuing." 
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On July 16, 2002, a further Office Communication was issued concerning this 
application in which the Examiner advised that "the investigation into the potential 
Interference is continuing". The Examiner thereafter issued several further Official 
Actions on the merits and ultimately issued a Notice of Allowance, but the Examiner 
never issued any further Decision or comment on the investigation into the potential 
interference and no interference has yet been declared. 

It is respectfully requested that a Decision on the Request for Interference now 
be issued, granting the Interference request, and that an interference proceeding now 
be commenced. 



MNLslj 
1,1th Floor 

901 North Glebe Road 
Arlington, Virginia 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 




Michelle N. Lester 
Reg. No. 32,331 
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